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Word Use
Fluency-Revised.

If you are a DIBELS
Next user interested
in participating in research
on the new version of Word Use Fluency
during the 2011–2012 school year,
please email info@dibels.org with your
name, email address, the name of your
district, and your state or country.
If you know of a school considering
using DIBELS, we now have a new
Getting Started with DIBELS brochure
available at http://dibels.org/.
DIBELS author Ruth Kamsinksi recently
presented DIBELS Next training at the
International School Nido de Aguilas in
Santiago, Chile.

The DIBELS Store is now open! Find
great DIBELS products, including the
official DIBELS stopwatch, clipboards,
water bottles, t-shirts and more.

Why is DORF Retell Required?

W

ith the inclusion of Retell as a required
17%, generally with greater additional variance
explained in the upper grades.
component of DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency (DORF) for DIBELS Next, some long-time
Some DIBELS users have voiced concern
DIBELS users
regarding whether or
not Retell actually
have asked why
DORF Retell with
measures reading
Retell is now a
GRADE
comprehension
required measure.
GRADE Comprehension
and, if so, whether
Total
Composite
The authors were Grade and Time of Year
or not the measure
Grade 1 End of Year
0.40
0.41
guided equally
can be administered
Grade 2 End of Year
0.52
0.52
reliably. DORF
by science and
Grade
3
End
of
Year
0.53
0.57
Retell has strong
theory when
correlations with the
Grade 4 End of Year
0.63
0.61
deciding the
GRADE Reading
Grade 5 End of Year
0.65
0.64
format and
Comprehension
Grade 6 End of Year
0.56
0.51
structure of
Composite in the .50s
Concurrent validity coefficients of DORF Retell with the Group Reading
DIBELS Next.
Assessment and Diagnostic Evaluation (GRADE) Total Test raw score and
to .60 range, which
The inclusion
the GRADE Comprehension Composite raw score.
is almost as strong as any
of Retell as a
two different, high-quality measures of reading
required component of DIBELS Next has both a
comprehension are related to each other. The
research rationale and an educational rationale.
inter-rater reliabilities of Retell are .92 to .99
for the median of three passages (such as in a
Research rationale. DORF Retell is required
benchmark assessment).
to obtain the DIBELS Composite Score, a new
Educational rationale. Retell also
DIBELS Next score that is considered the best
communicates to students that the purpose of
overall estimate of a student’s reading proficiency.
reading is to read for meaning, communicates
The DIBELS Composite Score, with Retell,
to teachers that comprehension should be taught
explains more variance in reading outcomes
with reading fluency, and communicates to
than DORF Words Correct alone. Across first
administrators that comprehension should be
through sixth grade, the median additional
prioritized in reading instruction. DIBELS
variance explained is 9%, ranging from 3% to
author Roland H. Good III said, “We think

http://www.co-store.com/dibels.
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Story continues on page 2

Two exciting events for educators using or wanting to learn more

about Response to Intervention (RtI) will be happening this fall. The first is the RtI Early
Childhood Summit, happening September 26–27 in Santa Ana Pueblo, NM. The SumT he Official Home of D IBEL S
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mit will present models for implementing tiered interventions for young children in the
areas of early literacy and language. More info is available at http://www.crtiec.org/. The
second event is the RtI Innovations Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah (October 13–14,
2011), which will provide educators with innovative ideas in implementing and sustaining
RtI within their school system. http://www.rti-innovations.com/.

