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DIBELS Next® Essential Two Day Workshop (July 8‐9)
DIBELS Next® Data Interpretation One Day Workshop (July 10)
DIBELS Next® Mentoring One Day Workshop (July 11) 
DIBELS® Deep and DIBELS Next® Survey One Day Workshop (July 9)
DIBELS® AD and Pathways to Progress Half‐Day Workshop (July 10)
DIBELS® Math Essential One Day Workshop (July 8)
PELI (DIBELS® Pre‐K) Half‐Day Workshop (July 11)
CARI: DIBELS® 7‐9 Half‐Day Workshop (July 11)

DIBELS Next and Key Features of the 
Common Core State Standards for

English Language Arts

1. Mastery of Foundational Skills
2. Emphasis on Proficiency with Informational Text
3. Increasing Text Complexity 
4. Text Dependent Comprehension

Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts

Content in red boxes with white letters is taken directly from:
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in  
History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects. (2010). 
http://www.corestandards.org/

Reading Standards: 
Foundational Skills (K–5)

2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes).
a. Recognize and produce rhyming words.
b. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.
c. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken 

words.
d. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds 

(phonemes) in three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or 
CVC) words.* 
(This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.)

e. Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-
syllable words to make new words.

Kindergartners:

Phonological Awareness

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf



DIBELS® are Indicators 
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DIBELS® First Sound Fluency (FSF)

Assessor says a series of words 
one at a time to the student and 
asks the student to say the first 
sound in the word. 
Score: number of points for 
correct responses in one 
minute.

6

DIBELS® Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF)
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Assessor says a word. 
Student says the sounds in 
the word.

Score: Number of correct 
sound segments student 
says in 1 minute.

Alignment of DIBELS Deep 
with Common Core Standards
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Reading Standards: 
Foundational Skills (K–5)

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words.
a. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant 

digraphs.
b. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.
c. Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for representing 

long vowel sounds.
d. Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound to 

determine the number of syllables in a printed word.
e. Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the 

words into syllables.
f. Read words with inflectional endings.
g. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.

Grade 1 Students:

Phonics and Word Recognition

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf

DIBELS® Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF)
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Assessor shows a page of CVC 
or VC nonsense words to 
student. Student reads the 
words.
Score:  

• Number of correct letter 
sounds (CLS) student reads 
in 1 minute.

• Number of whole words 
read (WWR) without first 
being sounded out.

DIBELS® Oral Reading Fluency (DORF)
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Assessor shows the reading 
passage to the student. The 
student reads the passage.

Scores: 
• The number of words read   

correctly  in 1 minute.

• The percentage of words  
read accurately in 1 

minute.

Alignment of DIBELS Deep 
with Common Core Standards
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Grade Level                                       Skill                                      Common Core State Standard



Alignment of DIBELS Deep 
with Common Core Standards
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Reading Standards: 
Foundational Skills (K–5)

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.
b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression on successive readings
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary.

Grade 1 to 5 Students:

Fluency

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf

Text Dependent Comprehension
Convergence of Information

Reading at an 
appropriate rate.

With a high 
degree of 
accuracy.

Reading orally with 
understanding

Reading silently for 
meaning in context.

Students who are at or above benchmark on the DIBELS 
Composite Score are reading for meaning at an adequate rate
and with a high degree of accuracy and using context to build 
understanding. 
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DIBELS® Oral Reading Fluency (DORF)
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Assessor shows the reading 
passage to the student. The 
student reads the passage.

Scores: 
• The number of words read   

correctly  in 1 minute.

• The percentage of words  
read accurately in 1 

minute.



DIBELS® Oral Reading Fluency (DORF)
Retell and Retell Quality of Response
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15

Write the number of words in the 
Retell that are relevant to the 
passage on the space provided on 
the scoring page.

Retell Quality of Response Ratings:
1. Provides 2 or fewer details
2. Provides 3 or more details
3. Provides 3 or more details in a 

meaningful sequence
4. Provides 3 or more details in a 

meaningful sequence that 
captures a main idea

Now tell me as much as you can about the 
story you just read. Ready, begin.

Daze (DIBELS ® Maze)

18

Assessor asks students to 
read a passage and circle 
the word that makes the 
most sense in the story.

Group or individually 
administered measure. 

Score: Number of correct 
responses, adjusted for 
guessing.

Reading Standards for Literature K-5

Key Ideas and Details
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse 

cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain 
how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of 
events.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
8. (Not applicable to literature?)

Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and 
paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third 
in a sequence). 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including 

stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently.

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf

Reading Standards for Informational Text K-5

Key Ideas and Details
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 

referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain 

how they support the main idea.
3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific 

ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
8. Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and 

paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in 
a sequence).

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, 

including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the high 
end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently.

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf



Literary and Informational Text

• The Common Core Standards place special emphasis 
on proficient reading of complex informational text in a 
variety of content areas, with an increasing proportion of 
informational text in assessment as students advance 
through the grades

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf

DIBELS ® Next: Increasing Emphasis 
on Expository / Informational Text

• DIBELS Next Oral Reading Fluency passages are organized 
into triads for administration and interpretation. Each triad is 
balanced by narrative/expository type of text, with 2 of 3 
narrative passages in grades 1 to 3, and 2 of 3 expository or 
informational passages in grades 4 to 6. 

Grade Narrative / Prose Expository / 
Informational

1 67% 33%
2 67% 33%
3 67% 33%
4 33% 67%
5 33% 67%
6 33% 67%

The Standards’ Approach to Text Complexity

(2) Quantitative dimensions of text complexity. 
The terms quantitative dimensions and 
quantitative factors refer to those aspects of 
text complexity, such as word length or 
frequency, sentence length, and text 
cohesion, that are difficult if not 
impossible for a human reader to 
evaluate efficiently, especially in long 
texts, and are thus today typically 
measured by computer software.

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf

Independent reading of text of increasing 
complexity

Grade
(Text Complexity Grade 
Band in the Standards)

Lexile Ranges 
Aligned to CCR 
Expectations

Lexiles for DIBELS Next 
Oral Reading Fluency 

Passage Triads
Mean  (Range)

1  (K‐1) 535  (490 – 587)

2  (2‐3) 450‐790 593  (560 – 667)

3  (2‐3) 450‐790 773  (750 – 813)

4  (4‐5) 770‐980 852  (787 – 900)

5  (4‐5) 770‐980 913  (893 – 943)

6  (6‐8) 955‐1155 982  (957 – 1013)

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf



CARI: DIBELS for 7 -9
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Content Area Reading Indicators (CARI): DIBELS 
7-9 Content

The purpose of CARI assessment measures are to assess the 
broad range of critical reading comprehension skills that are 
needed by 7th to 9th grade students. These skills are linked to 
the Common Core State Standards.

The timed comprehensive assessment set includes science, 
social studies, and prose grade-appropriate passages in the 
form of:

•Daze
•Silent reading with multiple choice comprehension 
•Oral reading with recall and oral comprehension questions

CARI Passage-Specific Question Types 

Silent Reading MC Questions
• 4 Vocabulary
• 3 Detail/literal
• 2 Detail/Convergent
• Inference Vocabulary 

application 
• Inference Cause and effect
• Inference Main idea
• Inference Drawing conclusions
• Inference Prediction
• Inference Point-of-view

ORF Recall Questions
• Student recall of four 

main passage 
details/follow up 
questions by teacher if 
needed

• 4 Vocabulary questions
• 2 Inference questions

Content Area Reading Indicators (CARI):  
DIBELS 7-9 Alignment with CCSS

Social Studies Science
7th & 
8th

Key Ideas & 
Details

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Craft & 
Structure

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Integration of 
Knowledge & 
Ideas 

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Range of 
Reading Level 
and  Text 
Complexity

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference
Daze
Oral Reading CWPM
Oral Reading Accuracy

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference
Daze
Oral Reading CWPM
Oral Reading Accuracy
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Content Area Reading Indicators (CARI):  
DIBELS 7-9 Alignment with CCSS

Literature Informational Text
7th & 
8th

Key Ideas & 
Details

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Craft & 
Structure

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Integration of 
Knowledge & 
Ideas 

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference

Range of 
Reading Level 
and  Text 
Complexity

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference
Daze
Oral Reading CWPM
Oral Reading Accuracy

Silent Reading/ MC questions
ORF W/Recall + Vocab & Inference
Daze
Oral Reading CWPM
Oral Reading Accuracy
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CARI Research Opportunity

Benchmark Goal Study: 2013/14 school year. If your 
school might be interested in participating contact: 

Dr. Mary Abbott 
859 Willamette St. #320 Eugene OR 97401 

mabbott@dibels.org  
(541) 431-6931

•
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DIBELS Math
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Link to Common Core State Standards in 
Mathematics

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 

Grade Common Core State 
Standards in 
Mathematics (Domain)

DIBELS Math
measures

K Counting and Cardinality  Next Number Fluency
Beginning Quantity Discrimination

K Measurement and Data Beginning Quantity
Discrimination

1 Operations and Algebraic
Thinking

Computation

1 Numbers and Operations in 
Base Ten

Next Number Fluency
Number Identification Fluency
Advanced Quantity Discrimination
Missing Number Fluency
Computation



Beginning Quantity Discrimination

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 

Number Identification Fluency

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 

Next Number Fluency

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 

Advanced Quantity Discrimination

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 



Missing Number Fluency

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 

Link to Common Core State Standards in 
Mathematics

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 

Grade Common Core State Standards 
in Mathematics (Domain)

DIBELS Math
measures

2 Operations and Algebraic Thinking Computation

2 Number and Operations in Base Ten Computation

3 Operations and Algebraic Thinking Computation

3 Numbers and Operations in Base Ten Computation

Link to Common Core State Standards in 
Mathematics

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 

Grade Common Core State Standards 
in Mathematics (Domain)

DIBELS Math
measures

4 Number and Operations in Base Ten Computation

4 Number and Operations ‐ Fractions Computation

5 Number and Operations in Base Ten Computation

5 Number and Operations ‐ Fractions Computation

Computation

• What: Computation is a standardized measure designed to 
assess students’ progress in the basic skills of math 
computation (addition, subtraction, division, multiplication, 
and fractions).

• When: Administered in First through Fifth Grade in the Fall, 
Winter, and Spring.

• How: It can be administered to an entire classroom or on an 
individual basis.  

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 



Computation - Examples

© 2013 Dynamic Measurement Group 

• DIBELS Next® Essential Two Day Workshop (July 8‐9)
• DIBELS Next® Data Interpretation One Day Workshop (July 10)
• DIBELS Next® Mentoring One Day Workshop (July 11) 
• DIBELS® Deep and DIBELS Next® Survey One Day Workshop (July 9)
• DIBELS® AD and Pathways to Progress Half‐Day Workshop (July 10)
• DIBELS® Math Essential One Day Workshop (July 8)
• PELI (DIBELS® Pre‐K) Half‐Day Workshop (July 11)
• CARI: DIBELS® 7‐9 Half‐Day Workshop (July 11)

Professional Development 
Opportunities

• Ongoing training and support available from Dynamic 
Measurement Group:
– DIBELS Onsite Training
– DIBELS Online Training
– State Department of Education Support
– DIBELS Next Training Events

• For more information on professional development, 
contact info@dibels.org or visit our website        
http://www.dibels.org.
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