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Maze
G8 / Benchmark Assessment

Directions: Follow these directions exactly each time with each student. Say the words in bold italic type 

verbatim. Begin with the modeling and practice activities. The practice activities are designed to introduce 

the assessment task to the student. They are untimed and include correction procedures. The correction 

procedures are not used once the timing begins.

1. Before handing out the worksheets, say I am going to give you a worksheet. When you get your 
worksheet, please write your name at the top and put your pencil down. Hand out the Maze 
student worksheets. Make sure each student has the appropriate worksheet. If the worksheets are in a 
booklet, make sure each student’s booklet is open to the correct worksheet. 

When all of the students are ready, say You are going to read a story with some missing words. 
For each missing word there will be a box with three words. Circle the word that makes the most 
sense in the story. 

Look at Practice 1.  Listen. As a member of a family, you (pause) have, give, lead (pause) the right 
to put a poster on your bedroom wall. You should have circled the word “have” because “have” 
makes the most sense. Listen. As a member of a family, you have the right to put a poster on your 
bedroom wall.

Now it is your turn. Read Practice 2 silently. When you come to a box, read all the words in the 
box and circle the word that makes the most sense in the story. When you are done, put your 
pencil down.

Allow up to 30 seconds for students to complete the example and put their pencils down. If necessary, 
after 30 seconds say Put your pencil down.

2. As soon as all students have their pencils down, say Listen. You must (pause) put, obey, practice 
(pause) traffic laws. You should have circled the word “obey” because “obey” makes the most 
sense in the story. Listen. You must obey traffic laws.

When I say “begin,” turn the page over and start reading the story silently. When you come to a 
box, read all the words in the box and circle the word that makes the most sense in the story. 
Ready? Begin. Start your stopwatch after you say “begin.” 

3. Monitor students to ensure they are reading and circling the words. Use the reminders as needed.

4. At the end of 3 minutes, stop your stopwatch and say Stop. Put your pencil down. 

5. Say Now turn to the next passage. Read the passage and circle the word that makes the most 
sense. Ready? Begin. Repeat this process with the third passage and then collect all of the Maze 
worksheet packets. 

Timing 3 minutes. Start your stopwatch after you say “begin.”

Reminders
• If the student starts reading the passage out loud, say Remember to read 

the story silently. (Repeat as often as needed.)

• If the student is not working on the task, say Remember to circle the word 
in each box that makes the most sense in the story. (Repeat as often as 
needed.)

• If the student asks you to provide a word or for general help with the task, say 
Just do your best. (Repeat as often as needed.)
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 1

A Misunderstanding Between Friends

able
promised

2

front
study 4

biology
5

hoped

need
support 8

understand
hesitated 10

sense
11

rehearsing
12

mitosis
13

gyrated
background 15

awoke
news 17
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 1

evening grasp 19

swore
have 21

21

beat
morning

23

bed phone
25

call
mail

27

explain ticket
29

miles call
31

touch
32

believe
person

34

trusted important 36

wanted day
38
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 1

handle
39

concentrate
Magnified 41

glassy
day heard 44

message
45

stomach
did

47

disappointed
words

49

choice
attend 51

cousin
embarrassed

53

53

felt
bad

55

feeling
picked

57

confess
end 59
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 1

concert
60

able

amazing
62

friends
63
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 2

A Food Chain in the Desert

specific survival
2

transferred animals
4

eaten
scavengers 6

food provides 8

complex 9

extends portions
11

area
12

largest receives 14

inches arid
16

water home
18

plants
cougars

20
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 2

diverse
chain

22

22

link
manufacture 24

sun called
26

food 27

roots absorb
29

blowing chain
31

different

deep
33

tap
34

link part
36

herbivores
primary

38

eats
secondary

40
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 2

carnivore mountain
42

catches
meals

cougar 45

forged
46

adult
pounds 48

consume
food

50

animal
remains

efficient
53

buzzard 54

devour
flesh

56

subterranean 57

means
colonies

59

termites
break

61

Termites deposited
63
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 2

cougars

dung
65

enrich 66

chain
carnivore 68

link
69

survival 70
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 3

European Exploration of Canada

eastern 1

province

settlements
3

century arrive
5

exploration
6

make merchant 8

put 9

find
10

Sailing
men 12

explored
were

14

arrive
set

16

ships ship 18
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 3

found
opened

20

rich
21

continued
22

made Arriving
24

located
25

largest was 27

began

traveled

did
30

blocked
31

take
river's

33

scope 34

is
vast

36

word
spoke

38
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 3

refer

provinces
40

were
41

new 42

behalf 43

explorer

interior
45

founding
colony

47

controlled

was
49

exploration explorer
51

land 52

famous
turned 54

coasts 55

crew
met 57
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Maze Scoring Key G8/BM 2/Passage 3

were

original
59

centuries
60

contribute
parts

62

opening 63
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