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Maze
G7 / Benchmark Assessment

Directions: Follow these directions exactly each time with each student. Say the words in bold italic type 

verbatim. Begin with the modeling and practice activities. The practice activities are designed to introduce 

the assessment task to the student. They are untimed and include correction procedures. The correction 

procedures are not used once the timing begins.

1.	 Before handing out the worksheets, say I am going to give you a worksheet. When you get your 
worksheet, please write your name at the top and put your pencil down. Hand out the Maze 
student worksheets. Make sure each student has the appropriate worksheet. If the worksheets are in a 
booklet, make sure each student’s booklet is open to the correct worksheet. 

When all of the students are ready, say You are going to read a story with some missing words. 
For each missing word there will be a box with three words. Circle the word that makes the most 
sense in the story. 

Look at Practice 1.  Listen. As a member of a family, you (pause) have, give, lead (pause) the right 
to put a poster on your bedroom wall. You should have circled the word “have” because “have” 
makes the most sense. Listen. As a member of a family, you have the right to put a poster on your 
bedroom wall.

Now it is your turn. Read Practice 2 silently. When you come to a box, read all the words in the 
box and circle the word that makes the most sense in the story. When you are done, put your 
pencil down.

Allow up to 30 seconds for students to complete the example and put their pencils down. If necessary, 
after 30 seconds say Put your pencil down.

2.	As soon as all students have their pencils down, say Listen. You must (pause) put, obey, practice 
(pause) traffic laws. You should have circled the word “obey” because “obey” makes the most 
sense in the story. Listen. You must obey traffic laws.

When I say “begin,” turn the page over and start reading the story silently. When you come to a 
box, read all the words in the box and circle the word that makes the most sense in the story. 
Ready? Begin. Start your stopwatch after you say “begin.” 

3.	Monitor students to ensure they are reading and circling the words. Use the reminders as needed.

4.	At the end of 3 minutes, stop your stopwatch and say Stop. Put your pencil down. 

5.	Say Now turn to the next passage. Read the passage and circle the word that makes the most 
sense. Ready? Begin. Repeat this process with the third passage and then collect all of the Maze 
worksheet packets. 

Timing 3 minutes. Start your stopwatch after you say “begin.”

Reminders
•	 If the student starts reading the passage out loud, say Remember to read 

the story silently. (Repeat as often as needed.)

•	 If the student is not working on the task, say Remember to circle the word 
in each box that makes the most sense in the story. (Repeat as often as 
needed.)

•	 If the student asks you to provide a word or for general help with the task, say 
Just do your best. (Repeat as often as needed.)
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Taking a Chance

cup
1

side
2

standing
civil

4

decided
stay 6

young
live 8

able see
leaving 11

frightening people
13

taken thought
15

15

limestone
nervous

17

family

visit
19
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discussed
ancestors' 21

photographs
family 23

familiar

incredible
25

noises
26

heights
28

steep focused

lengthy
31

carved see 33

rope
hands

35

swinging get 37

slid
38

trek
transport 40

have side foot
43

trail
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have
airplane

45

45

heights
traveling 47

enormous

river
49

remembered terrified
51

traveled
mountain 53

have
thing

55

courageous
56

opportunity
idea 58

imagined

gazed
60

front

old
62

fear

smiled
64
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face 65
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The Great Backyard Bird Count

created
1

birds
citizen

3

huge period
5

lead
6

study
event

8

location
9

having

places
11

questions

birds
13

picture

data
15

look

pollution
17

winter

data
19
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compare 20

event observing
22

stationary
name 24

place
yard

26

count
bird 28

yard
tree

birdbath
31

highest 32

contrast traveling 34

count

distance
36

traveling
count

38

counting online 40

40
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information bird 42

checklists
birds 44

watchers checklists
46

species
trends

48

watched
49

caused number 51

counts
had

53

showed
54

continent due
56

prey eat
58

scientists
59

involves
60
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counting
locations

62

bird 63
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The Suez Canal

building

relatively
2

2

artificial isthmus 4

canal
shortening 6

miles
7

building
8

was
reality 10

viceroy project
12

waterway
countries

14

years canal
16
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was
17

beginning
using

19

machines

were
21

canal depth
23

have
time made 26

modern
double

28

ships
29

use power 31

escorted

trip
takes 34

34

years
35

country
then 37
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have
38

remained 39

was

explosives
41

world’s
42

passenger part 44

cargo
45

oil

ports
47

manufactured
southern 49

government 50

worth
fuel

52

takes
shippers 54

reduces world’s 56
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is
vital

58
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