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Maze
G7 / Benchmark Assessment

Directions: Follow these directions exactly each time with each student. Say the words in bold italic type 

verbatim. Begin with the modeling and practice activities. The practice activities are designed to introduce 

the assessment task to the student. They are untimed and include correction procedures. The correction 

procedures are not used once the timing begins.

1.	 Before handing out the worksheets, say I am going to give you a worksheet. When you get your 
worksheet, please write your name at the top and put your pencil down. Hand out the Maze 
student worksheets. Make sure each student has the appropriate worksheet. If the worksheets are in a 
booklet, make sure each student’s booklet is open to the correct worksheet. 

When all of the students are ready, say You are going to read a story with some missing words. 
For each missing word there will be a box with three words. Circle the word that makes the most 
sense in the story. 

Look at Practice 1.  Listen. As a member of a family, you (pause) have, give, lead (pause) the right 
to put a poster on your bedroom wall. You should have circled the word “have” because “have” 
makes the most sense. Listen. As a member of a family, you have the right to put a poster on your 
bedroom wall.

Now it is your turn. Read Practice 2 silently. When you come to a box, read all the words in the 
box and circle the word that makes the most sense in the story. When you are done, put your 
pencil down.

Allow up to 30 seconds for students to complete the example and put their pencils down. If necessary, 
after 30 seconds say Put your pencil down.

2.	As soon as all students have their pencils down, say Listen. You must (pause) put, obey, practice 
(pause) traffic laws. You should have circled the word “obey” because “obey” makes the most 
sense in the story. Listen. You must obey traffic laws.

When I say “begin,” turn the page over and start reading the story silently. When you come to a 
box, read all the words in the box and circle the word that makes the most sense in the story. 
Ready? Begin. Start your stopwatch after you say “begin.” 

3.	Monitor students to ensure they are reading and circling the words. Use the reminders as needed.

4.	At the end of 3 minutes, stop your stopwatch and say Stop. Put your pencil down. 

5.	Say Now turn to the next passage. Read the passage and circle the word that makes the most 
sense. Ready? Begin. Repeat this process with the third passage and then collect all of the Maze 
worksheet packets. 

Timing 3 minutes. Start your stopwatch after you say “begin.”

Reminders
•	 If the student starts reading the passage out loud, say Remember to read 

the story silently. (Repeat as often as needed.)

•	 If the student is not working on the task, say Remember to circle the word 
in each box that makes the most sense in the story. (Repeat as often as 
needed.)

•	 If the student asks you to provide a word or for general help with the task, say 
Just do your best. (Repeat as often as needed.)
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 1

Not Really a Matter of Luck

texture
pliable 2

empty
3

trying time
5

chosen best 7

worked singing 9

attend 10

matter
number

school 13

judges difficult 15

competition
fierce 17

open selection 19

set
20
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 1

rhythmic
hear

22

shoulders
name 24

clipboard chance
26

returning
27

settled
parents

29

name

shouting
31

girl

stolen
33

mistake fair 35

watched
understand 37

tragic
dance

39

prestigious

getting
41

stared lucky
43
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 1

thought
44

seep

reflect
46

treated

realized
48

talented hard
50

serious
become 52

do
group 54

straightened
auditorium 56

character students
58

congratulate

wishes
60

automatically
tap 62

reflected
performer 64

guarantees

let
66
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 1

achieving
67
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 2

A Closer Look

discovered
movie

2

collects

scientists
4

small distant 6

giant collect
8

scientists enable
objects 11

see
12

celestial earth
14

miraculous powerful
16

case 17

refractor
18

collect
uses

20
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 2

common telescope

long
23

plastic type
25

25

aim
sunlight 27

moon
telescope

convex 30

lens thinnest
32

larger collects
34

light
sharp 36

moon rays 38

lens image 40

formed
41

lens
magnifying 43
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 2

moon
light 45

larger

see

feel
48

graze
49

ever

stargazing
51

enormous
ability 53

size

similar
55

ability

size

objective
58

58

houses
59

inches
feet

61

floor place wants 64

astronomer
gaze 66
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 2

can

facilitating
68

celestial
69
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 3

Changing the Ruler, Changing the Rules

change

monarchy
2

kings absolute
4

removed

daughter
6

6

event

do
8

ways
matter

10

people

lives
12

revolution
meant 14

remained
limited 16

people
17

were

laws
19
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 3

looked

daughter
21

wife

male
23

23

Several
take

25

sent
ruler 27

leaders

defeat
29

29

agreed

help
31

thought
lead 33

large
landed 35

way
36

battles
37
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 3

forces lives 39

began
group 41

ill defeated
43

king

met
45

given

simply
47

given
48

crown

accepting
50

outlined
51

placed example
53

laws
have

55

peace
56

declaration became
58
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Maze Scoring Key G7/BM 2/Passage 3

key rights 60

became
61
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