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STOP

Practice 1

After playing in the dirt, Sam went  
home
summer 
was

  to wash her hands.

Practice 2

On her way home, she  
chair
sleep 
saw

  an ice cream truck.

C: __________________________

 I: __________________________

 AS: __________________________
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America's Government

When the United States won its freedom from Great Britain, the Founding Fathers first created a

form of government in which the national government was weak and the states had a lot of power. After

a few years, the American
final
people
issues

decided that a stronger government was
needed
fathers
two

. Delegates from

the states were sent to Philadelphia, and in 1787 these
people
ruling
sure

wrote the United States Constitution. It

created a
government
then
passes

with three branches–the executive branch, the
legislative
other
four

branch, and the

judicial branch. The
Founding
court
balances

Fathers wanted to make sure that
does
disagreement
no

one branch would have

too much
take
created
power

, so they created a system of
checks
elect
unless

and balances to make sure that
much
each
advice

branch

would share some of the
electing
control
be

. The three branches work together to
charge
population
make

a strong and

effective system of
government
based
sent

.

The legislative branch is made up of the
country
lot
two

houses of Congress, the Senate and the House

of Representatives.
There
Law
Number

are 100 senators, two elected from
decided
judicial
each

state. The Vice President of

the United States
is
power
state

the head of the Senate, but he or she
though
work
does

not vote on laws unless
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there
can
control
is

a tie. The House of Representatives has 435
members
are
founding

. The number of members from

each
national
have
state

is based on the size of
made
each
approved

state's population. Every ten years, the
people
each
appoints

across the country are counted and the
few
number
government

of representatives from each state is
nine
judges
adjusted

.

The members of the House elect their
must
leader
pass

, called the Speaker of the House. The legislative branch

is
executive
veto

in charge of making laws. Members of Congress
elected
create
some

laws and vote to pass them.

Make
Then
Every

they send the laws, once passed, to the
executive
wrote
years

branch.

The President of the United States is the
members
form
head

of the executive branch. Voters across the

branch
weak
country

take part in electing the President
laws
member
every

four years. The executive branch also
together
if
includes

the Vice President and members of the President's Cabinet. The President
appoints
wanted
strong

each Cabinet

member, who then must
won
be
creates

approved by the Senate. Cabinet members
give
part
voters

advice to the

President about laws and
not
when
other

issues. After the legislative branch creates and
passes
making
fair

a law, they

send it to the President who
legislative
then
states

approves or vetoes the law. Congress,
approves
though
once

, can overturn
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the President's veto. If two-thirds of Congress
houses
highest
vote

to overturn a president's veto, then the

approves
law
send

is passed and will take effect.

The
third
ten
leader

branch is the judicial branch. The
judicial
third
system

branch reviews the laws created by

Congress and
approved
were
three

by the President to make sure the
nominated
laws
adjusted

are fair. The head of the

judicial
create
would

branch is the Supreme Court. There are
nine
whether
delegates

judges on the Supreme Court. These

judges
so
are
vetoes

nominated by the President and approved by the Senate. The Supreme Court is the

highest
counted
its

court in the land. Whenever there is
disagreement
checks
give

in a lower court about whether a

includes
will
law

is fair, the Supreme Court can make the
final
whenever
called

ruling.

STOP
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